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dear Mr. President, as you speak of your country as being
deeply injured by my country do let me point out to you
that in the words of my own quoted above I was endeavor-
ing to show why I thought you would have saved Colombia
from the trouble that befell her had you been President
This country, so far from wronging Colombia, made every
possible effort to persuade Colombia to allow herself to be
benefited. I cannot seem by remaining quiet to counte-
nance for one moment the idea that this country did any-
thing but show a spirit not merely of justice but of gener-
osity in its dealings with Colombia. Had you been Presi-
dent, I firmly believe that this spirit would have been met
with a like spirit from Colombia, and that therefore Co-
lombia, by the mere fact of ratifying the treaty agreed
upon with the United States, would have prevented the rev-
olution in Panama and would have itself become rich and
prosperous.

" You say you are lacking at present the means of ar-
ranging in a decorous manner the pending questions be-
tween Colombia, the United States, and Panama, and you
ask me to do justice and thereby help you. Of course if I
can help you in any way I will; but, my dear Mr. President,
I do not quite understand what it is expected we shall do.
If the people of Panama desire to take a plebiscite as to
whether or not they shall resume connection with Colombia,
most emphatically I have no objections and will be delighted
so to inform them; but I cannot press them unless they
desire to do it. So about their assumption of a portion of
Colombia's debt. We have stated that in our judgment
this should be done by Panama and we are informed by
their Minister here, Mr. Bunau-Varilla, that they intended
to do so; but we cannot force them to do it. As for the
purchase of the Islands, which I understand Colombia
would like to sell to us, our Navy Department does not
deem it to our interest to procure them, and I am very
much afraid that a treaty for their purchase would not be
approved by the Senate of the United States.